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Sociocultural Adaptation of International Students:

A Case Study of Dhurakij Pundit University Chinese Students
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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to 1) explore the degree of sociocultural adaptation among Chinese
students at Dhurakij Pundit University and to 2) compare their sociocultural adaptation level,
categorized in terms of their gender, length of stay in Thailand, competency in the Thai language,
as well as social support. To collect data, questionnaires were distributed to Dhurakij Pundit
University’s 136 undergraduate Chinese students learning in a setting in which Thai was used as a
medium of instruction, as of semester 2/2015. The obtained data was then analyzed using
descriptive statistics, independent samples t-test, and one-way ANOVA. Clearly, the findings
revealed that 1) these Chinese students generally exhibited a medium degree of sociocultural
adaptation (Mean= 3.35, S.D. = 0.51). It was also found that the Chinese students in this study did
show a medium degree of sociocultural adaptation to individual aspects, chronologically ranking
from Thai culture (Mean = 3.56, S.D. = 0.71), learning (Mean = 3.47, S.D. = 0.63), living
conditions and financial matters (Mean = 3.35, S.D. = 0.67), personal relationship (Mean= 3.21,
S.D. = 0.72), to physical and mental health (Mean= 3.16, S.D. = 0.49) respectively. Additionally,
the findings suggested that 2) there was a significant difference in the way the Chinese students in
this study demonstrated their sociocultural adaptation, when taking account of gender, length of
stay in Thailand, competency in Thai oral communication/listening, competency in Thai written

communication/reading, and social support from their Chinese fellows at the university.
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