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Executive Summary
National Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011)

The National Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011) has been
developed by the National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT). The National Research Policy
and Strategies (2008-2011) has been adjusted in response to economic, social and political
changes. Moreover the duration of the National Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011)
is extended to work synchronously with the 10th National Economic and Social Development
Plan (2008-2011). NRCT’s main task is to set up a national research policy and direction for
research institutions to follow, and to use it as the framework for evaluating research proposals
submitted by public organizations for annual budgetary support during 2008-2011 according
to the Cabinet’s resolution. It has been formulated to accord with the current situation and
was based on the philosophy of sufficiency economy and regional research strategy including
area based needs. The national potential and conformity with the 10th National Economic

and Social Development Plan (2007-2011) were also taken into account.

During 2008-2011, as approved by the Royal Thai Government’s Cabinet
on the 8th May 2007, the National Research Policy and Strategies will focus on integrative
research with public participation in accordance with national development and strategic
direction. Research for technical excellence in possible areas is also taken into account.
Balanced and sustainable development is aimed as the final achievement of the policy and

strategies.

The overall research framework places emphasis on research responding to
the national research direction and national development (2008-2011) and has been prioritized
based on sufficiency-economy philosophy. The research budget will be decentralized and
allocated to research institutions. Key research results including development of research
networks, specific research centers and R&D capacity building are expected to be important
outputs. These should be progressively enhanced and strengthened by the end of the plan.
In order to ensure an efficient implementation, this National Research Policy and Strategies
will be systematically and continuously monitored and evaluated. It is expected that useful
information from the National Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011) will be linked with
Thailand Research System Reform, which was approved by the Royal Thai Government’s
Cabinet on the 27th November 2007, and the Long-Term National Research Policy (2009-2028)
being developed by the NRCT.
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National Research Vision (2008-2011) :
Thailand provides quality research results for a balanced and sustainable

development.

National Research Mission (2008-2011) :

Developing and strengthening research potential and capability of Thailand
with knowledge-based application including efficient commercial and public uses of research
results from local wisdom through appropriate management of resources and research

networks with public participation.

National Research Strategies (2008-2011) :

In order to achieve a clear and definite national research budget allocation
matching the strategic direction, the NRCT has set up 5 national research strategies, each of
which has its own research strategic plans, research plans and estimated budget expected

to be used during 4 years.

National Research Strategy | : Developing and strengthening national
potential and capability for economic development

The research goals of this national strategy concern knowledge development
for enhancing national potential and capability for balanced development of economic
stability and sustainability in relation to sufficiency economy. Research activities will focus
on strengthening productivity in agriculture including producing value-added of agricultural
and fishery products, developing knowledge and exhancing local wisdom to support community
economic development, and improving the efficiency of industrial production and services,
including tourism, alternative energy development, logistic management, information and
communication technology management and knowledge for the commercial and comnual
benefit of ASEAN community, with taking into account global and regional positioning and
relationship with neighboring countries. Nine strategic plans and 45 research plans are identified.

A total of 31,680 million baht (33 % of the total research budget) is estimated to be used.

National Research Strategy Il : Developing and strengthening national
potential and capability for social development

The research goals of this national strategy concern knowledge development
for enhancing national potential and capability for social development. Research activities will
focus on development of educational quality, self-learning system, culture, public health, the

quality of life, proactive social policy to create positive externality, social welfare
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including issues related to good governance, strengthening local administration, national
security, community participation in poverty alleviation, developing potential of youths, the
disadvantaged, the disabled and the old people. Ten strategic plans and 46 research plans
are identified. A total of 26,540 million baht (28 % of the total research budget) is estimated

to be used.

National Research Strategy lll : Developing and strengthening national
potential and capability for academic and human resource development.

The research goals of this national strategy concern knowledge management
and development for national competitiveness and self-reliance based on basic and applied
science and technology. Research activities will focus on enhancing potential of Thailand’s
research excellence and competency, local wisdom application for commercial and public
uses, and also on capacity building in various fields to keep abreast with global dynamism.
Three strategic plans and 12 research plans are identified. A total of 26,410 million baht (27

% of the total research budget) is estimated to be used.

National Research Strategy IV : Developing and strengthening national

potential and capability for natural resource and environmental management
The research goals of this national strategy concern knowledge and common
database development for better systematic management of natural resources and environment
with public participation. Research activities will focus on the management of natural
resources and environment, biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of natural resources
with public participation and development of knowledge of soil, forest, aquatic animal resources,
water resources and natural disasters. Four strategic plans and 19 research plans are identified.

A total of 7,620 million baht (8 % of the total research budget) is estimated to be used.

National Research Strategy V : Management of knowledge, research
results, innovation, invention, resources and local wisdom for commercial and public uses
with appropriate utilization strategies

The research goals of this national strategy concern development of knowledge
management system and supporting mechanism for better integrity and higher efficiency of
knowledge utilization and diffusion. Research activities will focus on efficiency and productivity
of national research management in Thailand. Two strategic plans and 7 research plans
are identified. A total of 3,750 million baht (4 % of the total research budget) is estimated to

be used.
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The above-mentioned national research strategies have been developed to be
fit in with the Government’s national development strategy. The NRCT has designed how to
do this by fine tuning them so that the long-term auditing of research implementation can be
achieved. Although the national development strategy has been modified to suit the
Government’s policy, those research institutions using their allocated budget to conduct research still
have their research information and in the NRCT’s database that can be used for monitoring

and planning the national research strategy on a continuous basis.

In addition, the NRCT has also prioritized clusters of issues that need urgent
research to cope with crises and to meet the need of research results and knowledge for
solving problems. There are altogether twelve clusters, namely application of sufficiency
economy, national security and strengthening of good governance, educational reform,
water management, global warming and alternative energy development, giving value-added
to agricultural goods for export and import reduction, disease prevention and health care,
environmental management and development of biodiversity values, new technologies and

important technologies for industry, tourism management, aging society and logistics.

In conclusion, the National Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011) would
be implemented to support national development by 28 strategic plans and 129 research
plans. An estimated total budget for conducting research activities under this framework is
96,000 million baht for 4 years. Key indicators of achievement expected by the end of this
National Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011) are (1) increasing research budget
should not be less than 1.3 % of annual governmental budget of expenditure, (2) increasing
national expenditure for research and development should not be less than 0.5 % of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), (3) increasing investment for research by private sector to
be equivalent to that of the public sector (private : public investment for research = 1:1), and

(4) increasing research personnel : population to be 10 : 10,000.

Regarding national research strategy management and implementation, the
strategic plans have been prioritized according to national four-year development strategic
direction and administrative plans of governmental institutions during 2008-2011. Prioritization
of research and clusters of issues that need urgent research have also been made. The NRCT
will be the core coordinating agency for implementation of the research policy and strategies
including budget management. The research activities corresponding to this framework will

be considered as high significance and priority.
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With systematic and continuous monitoring and evaluation, the National
Research Policy and Strategies (2008-2011) would enhance qualified research results for
supporting economic and social development and also for responding more to strategic
development direction of local communities. This should lead to strengthening of Thailand’s
capability, productivity, competitiveness and public happiness for stable and sustainable

economic and social development in the near future.
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